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inevitable, of his secret plot against Rousseau. It has
been seen how the appearance of the old folios and loose
papers of the work found amongst Grimm's papers
alarmed the indolence, more than it stimulated the
curiosity of the commissaries who drew up the first
inventory of his library and manuscripts. It has been
seen, too, how ignorance about the philosophers and
their epoch in an unfrocked monk, hid from Dom Poirier,
also, the true character of the original writings of
Madame de la Live. And, lastly, it has been seen
how either the ill-advised timidity of an admirer of
Rousseau, or else the cautious craft of an accomplice of
Grimm's, brought about the entombment in the Arsenal
Library, of the important chapters of this libellous
history under the misleading title of Histoire de
Madame de Rambure. It remains to be recognized
how another accident made the purchaser of the docu-
ment deposited with Lecourt de Villi&re not only one of
a group of literary editors whose interests and prejudices
were with the Encyclopaedists and adverse to Rousseau,
but also a man well up in the history of the epoch,
who, in order to enhance the importance of the work he
gave the world^ wilfully tampered with the text, with the
purpose of lending it a more literal historical character
than its original authors had meant to claim for it. And
how, as a result of the fresh falsification of this already
falsified work, new complications were introduced into
the case. So that it became more difficult for such
honest and painstaking critics as Musset Pathay and
Boiteau (with only the printed Memoirs to guide them)
to arrive at a clear idea of the designs of the original
conspirators.e, my manu-
